CHINA

of confusion and bloodshed European critics
are apt to forget this It took France a cen-
tury of successive revolutions and reactions
before the Republic was definitely established.
Two revolutions and a series of civil wars were
necessary to get rid of the Stuarts in England.
The surprising thing in China is that the
dynasty has disappeared with so little effort
and so little regret. For among all the possi-
bilities of the future, the one which is univer-
sally repudiated is a Manchu restoration.
Still, to get nd of the Manchus is one thing,
to set up a new government is another. The
breach of continuity has beencomplete, as com-
plete as in revolutionary France. Nothing
in Chinese history or tradition has prepared
them for a representative republic, and it is
quite possible that it is not under a republic
that the new era, which in any case is inevit-
able, will be best inaugurated and furthered.
At present, however, it must be admitted that
republican institutions have not been given a
fair chance That, I believe, has been the
weakness of the President's policy. Instead
of endeavouring to gain the confidence of all
parties in the National Assembly, and to get
all to work together for the common good, he
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